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COVER PHOTO an albino Calochilis robertsonii. 
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Deadline for articles for the next issue will be Wednesday May 13, 
Contributions sent by post should be addressed to Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., 
Golden Square, 3555. 


(Typed contributions are preferred but if this is not possible, then please 
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author and the Club. 


AJ1 back numbers excent Vol.3 (10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents each. 
Complete sets of Vols 1-2 and 4-6 can be supplied at a cost of 35.00 per 
volume. (Postarre is not included in the above prices.) 
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THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE 


In this Whirrakee, the first produced without Eric Wilkinson as Editor, I 
wish to express in print, the thanks shown to Eric by members' acclamation 
at the April General Meeting, 


Eric has been innovative within the Club. Before coming to Bendigo his interest 
in mammals led to the rediscovery of Leadbeaters Possum. This interest 
continued here and ultimately he instigated formation of our Mammal SHENIES) 
Group. ' 


Eric keenly took on the task of producing Whirrakee and continued jn this’ 
eapacity for 80 editions - more than seven years hard work. ‘ 
Whirrakee has helped to keep the Club together and maintain Renecori nie 

It is looked forward to by members as an invaluable organ of communication. 
Whirrakee has carried out many functions well, It has been a newsletter, 

keeping us up to date with meetings and excursions, ‘a magazine of Club activities, 
a Club directory and very importantly an accurate scientific journal 

recording discoveries in natural history, particularly within our local 

district. 


All of .this has required ETE effort from F Fric, pee by his production 
team. it fee 
The new. editorial croup have a difficult act) to follow, 


Rob Moors 
President. 


3. 
PRESS RELEASE 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION FORESTS & LANDS Friday, April 10 1987 


Conservation, Forests and Lands ‘inister, ean kane, ¢ $2. aid node the formal 
onening of the Whipstick and, Kamarooka State Parks was a major step in the 
State Government's goal of ensuring access to parks for all Victorians. 


Mg Kirner was in Bendigo today to onen the two parks, 


She said Whipstick and Kamarooka are two of the most important parks in 
Victoria and form an irreplaceable part of the State's natural and cultural 
heritage. 


North Central Victoria has the least amount of parkland in Victoria and until 
two years a7o there were almost no narks or conservation reserves in the 
Bendiga. revion. 


The recion has ‘been imbenaively developed since the early days of European 
settlement: and there is little public land left. 


Mg Kirner said.the Cain Government has set about rectifying the lack of parklend. 


™e have already opened Kooyoora State Park near Invlewood and other ple enned 
parks include Kara Kara State Park near /voca, ‘it Alexander Regional Park hear 
Castlemaine and One Tree Hill Regional Park south east of Bendigo. 


There will also be a series of smaller flora and fauna reserves at places such 
as Inglewood, Tarnagulla, Dalyenonz, Wychitella, Mt Black and ift Ida near 
Heathcote and Mt Bolangum near St Arnaud," 


Mg Kirner said this will brine the total area of carks Bae reserves to about 
1.5 per cent of North Central Victoria. 


She said Whinstick and SSEETEEROTED wild be the hichlivhts of the north central 
narks system. ; 


"They alrea 1dy provide outstantint opportunities for local nSOREEN TASHA and will 
inecreasinely add to attractions for visitors to the Bendigo area. 


“ig Kirner said key features of the parks include: 


- a wealth of history throurh evidence of gold mining and well-preserved 
relics of the eucalyptus oil industry,,. 


- Victoria's best Box Ironbark forests, rare Rees, spectacular 
Spring displays and 170 bird species at Whipstick, 


- the unique Whipstick Mallee Seruh - which.occurs virtually. nowhere else 
in the world, and remnants of the once plentiful Northern Plains flora 
in Grey Box forests at Kamarooka. 


"In addition, it is exciting to hear that a number of plant species, some that 
have not been seen for many years, are bevinning to reappear since psrazing was 
stopped in the Kamarooka area." — 


Ms Kirner said a management plan is being prepared including extensive public 
consultation to ensure the views of the local comnunity are fully canvassed 
before development of the final plan. 


"Creation of these narks. will not result in any reduction in fire protection 
works and prover fire prevention planning and works will continue to be a 
major part of manarement of the Whipstick. However, grazing will not be 
reinstated in the parks. Grazing is not an appropriate use in State Parks." 


Ms Kirner said two rangers will oversee operation of the parks and a Whipstick 
Advisory Committee will be anpointed to advise the Department on all aspects of 
management of the “hipstick and in recognition of the park's importance to 
community life in Bendigo. The Cormittee will comprise ten local pecple 
including representatives of surroundins Shires - Huntly, Marong and Eaglehawk, 
Bendigo Field Naturalists, nature conservation grouns, recreation and tourism 
interests and seientific and educational interests, 
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COMMERCIAL S3EEKEEPING AND TTS ‘EFFECT OW NATIVE “FAUNA 
by Ian Fenselau, 


‘Apiarists depend greatly on access to forest areas for their livelihoods. 
Land clearing, urbanisation, forestry practices, fire and public land 
management are all reducing the area of land available. This paper: has been 
prepared in on attempt to answer concerns of these formulating public land 
policies) and to provide information for those generally interested in the, 
environment, © and whose knowledse of apiculture may be limited, 


Honey and beeswax worth avproximately six million dollars at current prices is... 
produced annually in Victoria by approximately 500 apiarists, however, most. 

of the crop is produced by a much smaller number of commercial producers, | 

The value of pollination services, both planned and incidental, provided by 
honeybees to*Australian agriculture was placed at $400,000,000 annually... -: 

(July 1983 Standing Committee of Agriculture "National Workshop on rpfeutture™). 


The averagé commercial apiarist operates between 400 to 800 hives and in a» 

few cases many more, Over the years he has located good floral sites Bieter 
ina radius of 200 miles or more from his headquarters, which he uses regularly | 
to coincide wi ith the flowering cycles of the various nectar species. 


The successful apiarist pays close attention to planning all his movements, 
which include inspecting site areas for budding of nectar species (potential _ 
production) and relating seasonal conditions which may benefit, or, detract 
from such production. Many planned movements of his apiaries are made to 

keep his bees in top condition in preparation for major honey flows. The main 
production months are between October and the end of March, when approximately . 
70% of all his honey is produced. cat 


Apiculture is one of the most benign forms of agriculture, and in the time 
spent. acquiring the knowledge to be successful, the apiarist has developed 4 
close affinity with nature, and has learnt to appreciate and conserve the . 
natural environment. 


NATIVE BEE COMPETITION 


Concern has been expressed thet honeybees may outcompete native bees for 
available nectar sources. Most of Victoria's honey production comes from 
eucalypts, introduced ground flora, and banksia species.” 


Commercial apiarists normally only utilise a specific area when there is an 
abundance of nectar, When the particular "honeyflow" has finished the apiarist 
will shift to another prime location, ‘often utilizing four or five or more 
prime nectar sources, many hundreds of miles apart. 


Heavy nectar flows are common with cucalypt and banksia species, and are’ 
probably a survival mechanism of the plant to overproduce nectar to attract 
pollinators to the trees. Honeybees would be utilizing these spare resources, 


Thu eucalypt species evolved ina cooler more temperate climate than now, ond 
adapted to birds and mammals as’ pollinators, rather than insects. Birds and 
mammals are more active at lower temperatures than insects, hence better 
pollinatars.in such circumstances, ; 


Due to the irregular flowering cycles of the eucalypts, often spaced two or 
three years apart, localised native bees could not rely upon eucalypts as a 
nectar resource, No other continent has such extensive interactions between | 
fauna and flora, and any overseas research studies which show that honeybees . 
have negative effects on native bees should not be used as a reference for. 
ASustralian conditions. 


De 
COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPING AND ITS EREECT ON NATIVE FAUNA continued 


Solitary.native bee species rely. on nectar and pollen during their prick 
breeding stage and are. dependant.on annual localized nectar resources, such 
as shrubs and héaths... Their peak numbers coincide with abundant nectar and 
pollen availability, which; is in spring and early summer, Commercial apiarists 
avoid utilizing heathlands during this period unless an important eucalypt 
honey species is flowering in the area. 


en ate pees eect enn oe, 


Leptospermum. species are a common component plant of rag heathlands and. 
honey produced from. this plant jellies in the comb (Thixotropic properties). 
Removal of .honey: is: difficult. or impossible with conventional methods of _ 
honey extraction, and such: areas, are avoided for this reason. 


If there are no eucalypt species flowering during part of the season, aoumanesall 
apiarists regularly utilize introduced pasture species and weeds, rather than 
bushland areas, thus further. reducing any possible competition between native 
bees and honeybees, .Clovers, Lucerne, Salvation Jane, Cape Weed and Onion . 

Weed are among some Loe the introduced Species that yield significant crops 

of honey. 


Commere ial aplemicis utilizing tanksia ‘species furing the winter in such areas 
as the "Little Desert", "Big Desert" and coastal areas, are not competing with 
native bees for nectar resources, 


Many solitary native bee species overwinter in a pre-pupae state, and very 
few adults are left still flying in winter. Pyke & Balzar (1982) studies show 
that there are very low densities of native bees flying in May, June and July. 
Numbers are falling rapidly mid April, and rising again mid August. Banksia 
ornata seems to commence yielding nectar after the first few frosts of the 
coming winter, and most flying insects seem to disappear at this time, 


Many field ohservers have noticed native bees in large numbers on flowering 
shrubs, in close proximity to commercial aniaries that are utilizing eucalypt 
or introduced flora species. K. Walker, “Assistant Curator of Entomology” at 
the Museum of’ Victoria, in a letter dated 3 February 1986 to Dr B. Oldroyd, 
commented on such occurrences. An indication that native bees can compete 
successfully with honeybees may be illustrated in the research studies of 
P.Bernhardt and K. Walker (1984), undertaken in the Brisbane Ranges National 
Park, Nine bee taxa from three families including Anis mellifera were collected 
while foraging upon acacia species. Of the bees collected, three species of 
native bees from two genera outnumhered honeybees, and honeybees were 
outnumbered approximately seven to one in the total of bees collected, 


A severe drought had effected all. of. Victoria in 1982, the year of the research, 
and nectar sources were eagerly soupht by apierists. Gammemesiodl apiaries 
occupied bee-sites within the. park, and along much of its boundaries utilizing 
E. leucoxylon and other species. That some native bee species had the ability 
to outnumber honeybees, and for honeybees to be outnumbered totally, indicates 
that native bees are enjoying considerable competitive success, 


In summary, permanently based non-commercial apiaries, and feral bees may 
comnete with native bees for available nectar sources, but commercial operations 
dependant on heavy honey flows to remain viable, are unlikely to do so, 


FAUNA COMPETITION OF NECTAR 


The co-evolution of Australian fauna and flora is unique, and some-consérvationists 
have expressed concern that honeyhees may outcompete birds and mammals for 
available nectar resources. 2 


Most native fauna have a wide ranse of food sources. Pyke Ese) estimated. 

the insect feeding range of honeyeaters from about 40% to 80% depending on ~~~ 
the menus. Paton (1979) noted the importance of MENU; ‘ail eo! eriococeid 

and osyliid honeydew to honeyeaters. ; 


6. 
COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPING AND its EFFECT ON NATIVE FAUNA continued 


Commercial: aniarists normally only utilize an area “when ‘there is an abundance 
of nectar. .Pyke (1983) noted one. such peak nectar production of Banksia 
ericifolia at West Head, New South Wales, The average energy production 
available per bird was estimated to be about 1600 kj which is far greater 
than. the maximum daily energy requirement of about 80 kj for New Holland 
honeyeaters. (Paton 1981), 


Eucalypts and banksias commonly provide an excess of nectar, far exceeding 
the requirements of birds and mammals. Most mammals are nocturnal feeders, 
and birds commence feeding at dawn, well before honeybees, which commence 

activity after the temperature: reaches approximately 17. degrees C. 


Ford (1979), noted that birds were. most active in the early morning and that 
insects became active later inthe day. In the plant species studied, he 
considered that the initial depletion of nectar was mostly due to birds, 
and insects only helped to maintain low leveis of nectar throughout the day. 


Many research papers indicate that plant species secrete nectar during the 
night and early morning to replace nectar depleted nduring the previous day. 
If a shortfall of nectar is to occur, with insufficient for all:users, birds 
and mammals would have first access to the limited supply before honeybees. 


COMPETITION FOR NESTING HOLLOWS 


Feral honey bees usurping native fauna from nesting and shelter hollows is of 
concern to conservationists, and commercial Boney, producers are occasionally 
blamed. 


Feral honeybees have colonised probably all suitanie areas in Victoria well - 
over one hundred years ago. They have developed qualities to enable. survival 
in the wild, and without requeenins (which alters the strain) are not adapted 
for commercial honey production. Feral populations are controlled by suitable 
shelter, various predators, availablity of water, disease and suitable forare. 
Shelter preferences are for a cavity of approximately 45 lts. with a small 
entrance to control temperature and predators. Lack of such suitable shelter 
is probably the greatest controlling agent in the wild, 


Population densities. of feral bees appear to be stable, and not expanding, with 
minor fluctuations caused by factors effecting the above mentioned controlling 
influences, 


Commercial apiarists using stock selected for gentleness, lowered swarming 
tendencies and other qualities, hushand their bees closely to remain viable, 
similar to other livestock owners in agricultural pursuits, The loss of 
swarms from commercial apiaries, is an economic logs to the owner, and rarely 
occurs. Such swarms would then need to compete for suitable shelter, against 
predators in an already saturated environment. The establishment of such 
swarms in the wild is highly unlikely. 
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Paton, D. CE (1979) The behaviour and feeding ecolosty of the New Holland 
Honeyeater, Phylidonyris novaehollandiae in Victoria, Ph.D. Thesis, Monash Univ. 
Pyke, G.H.(1983) Seasonal pattern of abundance of honeyeaters and their resources 
in heathland areas near Sydney. Aust.J.Ecol, 8, 217-233. 
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7. 
RE-ENTER THE HAKEA WATTLE 
SDE Don Franklin. 


Early plant lists for the Bendigo area and the Whipstick contained the entry - 
Hakea Wattle, Acacia hakeoides. On some lists it was entered as Acacia .hakeoides 
var. angustifolia. The plant being referred to was our brilliant’ and Toee NN 
endemic hirrakee: Wattle, which has now been recognized as a distinct full. 
species, Acacia williamsonii. 


So Hakeai Wattle disappeared from our: hone lists. For Sremcten it is not, listed 
by Chiff Beauglehole in his list for North-Central Victoria. Now we must make 
way for its re-entry. (However, Leon Costermans in his "Native trees and’ shrubs 
of south-eastern Australia" shows it as occurring around Bendigo. ) 


So far as I am aware, the possibility that Tfakea Wattle (as presently defined ) 
might occur in our district was first raised in about 1982, when Jack Kellan . 

and Jack Ipsen found first one strange wattlie, and then a second solitary’ ‘specimen 
several kilometres away, both in the proposed Kimbolton Fducation Area near - 

Lake Enpalocki Neither they} nor I, nor Boh Allen could positively identify it, 

We considered that it colild be a hybrid with Golden Wattle as one parent, 

for it shares some similarities including the colour of the ‘leaves! Ekeiicans 
really), or that it could have been the Hakea Wattle. The hybrid theory gained 
support from the isolated nature of the two bushes. 


Then, as if to goad us,-‘specimens hegan turning up all over the place; Various 
botanists including Jack Kellam again, Graham Hill, Salli Dearricott and myself 
found one bush in the Muckléford Forest, one at Spring Gully, two well-separated 
bushes in the Wellsford Forest, two plants in the bush ‘off Bright Street, 
Eaglehawk, and quite a few'in various spots in the Whipstick, So far as I 

know, all finds excepting those in the Kamarooka section of the Whipstick 

were of isolated specimens. Several small proves of the plant have been 

located in the Kamarooka area,and it appears to be fairly widespread there. 


Piqued, I finally rot around to sending first one and then two more specimens 
(from Muckleford, Spring Gully and Kamarooka) to the Herbarium in Melbourne, 
All were identified as Acacia hakeoides, the Hakea Wattle. The Muckleford 
specimen elicited slightly more detail - ' Acacia hakeoides, Form approaching 
A. williamsonii.' Sa a ae 


The 'leaves of Hakea Wattle vary in size in different regions - see Costermans' 
book. However, there is no suggestion in my mind that these are intermediates ©: 
between Hakea Wattle ‘and Whirrakee Wattle. Though found growing with Whirrakee ' 
Wattle on occassions, it is always quite distinct. Though a well-shaped bush, 
as is Whirrakee Wattle, our plant is taller and not as spreading, growing 

to about two metres (seven feet) high. The 'leaves' are longer and a little 
broader than Whirrakee Wattle, and in my experience are always quite green - 
the almost shiny, deep green of Golden Wattle; never bluish or sooty. 

Another feature, though not always reliable, is the colour of the branchlets, 
often bright red and contrastine strikingly with the +leaves!, Like-Whirrakee 
and Golden Wattle, this is a brilliant species when in ‘flower, having the 
slightly softer hue of Whirrakee Wattle rather than the bold yéllow of Golden 
Wattle. The shruh in the Muckleford Forest was well out in bloom, but had not 
yet peaked when I photographed it on the 31st of August 1986. 3 


To sum up on identification: - the form of Hakea Wattle found in this district, 
is a distinct, fairly tall shrub with longish, narrow green 'leaves' with.a 
single, central vein, and with bright yellow flower balls arranged in racemes 
(i.e. a small branchlet carrying a number of balls arises from the base of the 
‘leaf!), It is nearest to Whirrakee Wattle, but should not be confused with that 
or any other species in this district. 

P.S. Jim Willis in "A Handbook to Plants in Victoria. Vol.2" mentions a form 

of Hakea Wattle occurring only at 'the Moon Mines area beyond Eaglehawk' and 
having longer phyllodes (to 15 cm) and larger flower heads than Whirrakee Wattle. 
Perhaps this is the same plant and the basis for Leon Costermans' distribution 
map showing Hakea Wattle around Bendigo. 


MOVEMENT OF FLAME ROBINS ga tt 

Soe by John Ipsen. 

niterest.:in the movement of Flame Robins in their summer-winter or their 
breeding and non-breeding territories of their life has concerned ci mt 
ornithologists for many years. It has been hoped that with the aid of 

numbered bands, individual birds could be traced from highlands_of_ Tasmania 

and Victoria, where they flock to build their nests and raise their young, . 

to the feeding grounds of the colder months, particularly about the low country, 
Ye are all familiar with the Flame-breasted Robins about the fields of 


Bendigo which is in the heart of the low country so well frequented by these 
birds, 


Now, with their nesting and breeding, is perhaps as good a time to start a 
life history. We go to the high country of Tasmania and Victoria where these 
birds find plentiful supply of ground grubs and insects for their broods; 

near home we can find family parties of them at Mt. Macedon and similar 
ranges along our dividing ranges, When the cold rains and the snow cover their 
food supply, they move out to warmer fields and then we are familiar with 
them as adult and young first year birds suman out along our fences and 
crazing fields, 


Since -bird-banding became prevalent in the 1960's the Flame Robin has been 

recorded each year. in the same area, year by year, even returning to the same 
paddock to be retrapped, or travelling along its usual flight-ways, such 

as along the rivers from mountain to the low country. No bird that has been 

recorded in its breeding area has been caught or retrapped in the winter area, 


Bird-banders at present are making a concerted effort in Tasmania and 
recently at the Patriarck “ildlife Refuge in the middle East of Flinders 
Island where ten members of the Victorian Ornitholorical Research Group 
operated with nets and traps to record and leg-band 154 birds of 40 species. 
Fourteen of these were Flame Robins and as well as being number-banded, they 
were marked on the left breast with a dark colour dye, it is hoped that this 
will identify birds if seen in other localities, either at beaches along our 
coast or inland, this next wintering season. 


In your rambles we would urge you to observe all Rohins and especially the 
Flame-breasted. species in every stage of development, the juvenile will be brown 
plumaged as will the female. But if one is seen with a suspicion of dye on 

the left breast, please report to members of the Bendiro Bird Group. 
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JUNIOR FIFLD NATURALISTS CLUB EXCURSION REPORT 


On Sunday 5th April we left from Special Services at about 10 o'clock. 

We went to Carisbrook. We went to the Aboriginal Ceremonial Grounds. ., 

We saw one boomerang, two circles and one seattered circle make out of rocks. 
Some tribal leaders came down from the Northern Territory, but they wouldn't 
tell them the sienificance of the rocks. We saw a canoe tree in a shed. 

We climbed up some ‘rocks and saw a hole in the rocks. Then’we went back to 
Carisbrook and ‘had lunch by thé creek. We went to Maryborough to some 
Aboriginal rock wells, After that we went to Maldon to a Battery where the 
quartz was erushed to ‘get the gold out ou it We found a uunnel and it was - 
a lot of fun going through it. 


by Warren Lomas. 
Matthew Comer. 
'. Martin Harrop. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


Why not try growing your natives from seed. Hacmitite naecemmmmctli eset 


Earlier in my efforts to grow natives from seed I did not have a great deal 

of success. I used the method so often described on T.V. programs. Planting 
seeds of one variety in a seedling punnet, and transferring the tiny, two leaf ~ 
plants into a separate growing-on pot. The usual result was, hundreds of 
seedlings of which very few seemed to survive the transplanting stage. 

Last August I tried a different approach withthe result that I now have .over 
twenty new thriving young trees, already. planted out in the garden and doing 
well, I also had a few to give to friends and family. 
The method I used is as follows. 


Materials used, noe 

1 foam plastic fruit case. (from supermarket ) 
40 - 2" square by 5" deep plastic pots. 
Sufficient good potting mix to fill pots. 
Piece of clear plastic to cover hox. 


Start the oneration in August. This will give the young plants enough time 
to develop sufficiently to allow planting out in the garden next autumn. 
The ideal time for planting out. As you fill each 2" pot with the potting 
mix, pack them neatly into the foam plastic box, which holds fourty pots. 
To get them fitting snugly into the box there may be need for a half inch 
packing strip along the. long side, this keeps the pots firm and straight. 


Plant two or three seeds of each variety in each pot, just cover the seeds 
with fine soil, or fine washed sand, and firm down. Be sure to label each 
pot. To moisten the seed bed, it is best to soak the whole box in water 
until the top of the pots look moist. Do not let the water lap over the top 
of the pots, best to let capillary action moisten the seeds from below. 

Keep the box in semi-shade, and covered with the plastic sheet until the 
young plants are well started. I kept mine in the shae house, well protected 
from cold winds, The young plants must be completely protected from slugs 
and snails. The reason for two or three seeds in each pot is that the 
strongest seedling may be selected and the others discarded, Do this when 
the young plants are about an inch high. If left too long the root system of 
the selected plant may be damaged when pulling out the discards. 


By now we will have realised that the need for transplanting the very young 
plants has been bypassed. The seedlings may be left in the same pot until © 
planting out into the garden. I found that by the next May (autumn, the ideal 
time for planting out) a period of nine months from seed planting, my young 
plants were up to eighteen inches high. They had achieved this size without any 
set-back at all. When kmocked from the pots for planting in situ, the roots 
were just starting to show at the edges. The tapering shape of these 2" 

square by 5' deep pots appear to be just the right shape for the developing 
root system. 

This is the answer to the long running discussion on a well known T.V. garden 
session, on whether to tease out a tangled root system or not. I claim 

that if the roots are tangled round the shape of the pot, irreparable damage 

is already done, and any treatment whatsoever is to no avail, the plant. will 
suffer. By using the above method, planting-out into the garden can “bé“done 
without the slightest disturbance of the roots of the young plants. 


Actually I am quite thrilled with the result of this experiment, while 
prowing your own native plants allows you to collect seed from any specimen 
you may happen to come across. For instance, have you ever seen a young 
Finger Flower for sale in a nursery. That is one of the varieties which 
suceceded by the above method. 


ALBINIG4 IN ORCHIDS 
Tp ibouwane cabal oo 


Have you ever seen a white Brownbeard? 


The peautiful albino specimen of Calochilus robertsonii adloininca on our cover | 
was photopraphed by Ilma Dunn of East Prichton and she says, "The-albino form, 
of Cal, robertsonii was one of a smali group which I. photographed last: year... 
The whereabouts of which I am not sure, as I was taken there aS private ..: 
property, and would not know how to find the place again." 


Tima is a member of the Native Plants Preservation Society of Victoria, and 
goes on to say, "The occurrence of albinism in Cal. robertsonii is not an 
isolated case - I have been told of some vrowinf on private land near Riddle,” 
and of another one seen at Lysterfield, some years ago. Other albino forms in 
Orchids that I have seen are:- Glossodia major, Caladenia deformis, 

C. latifolie and C, cardiochila,"” 


The photo material; so kindly loaned to us by Ilma was a beautiful sample of 
Nature Bhoreasaniet and was on colour negative material. 


Closer to home; we have had some experience of this albinism among some of 

our local orchids, We have come adross albino Glossodias many times, hardly a 
season foes by without this being reported by members, Well do I remember an 
excursion to Strathfieldsaye, some years ago, where in one paddock, we 

counted forty white flowers among the hundreds of natural coloured Glossodias, 
At Sutton Grange one year we found a white Diuris punctata among the purple 
Diuris. * 


I would be ‘interested to know if other members have known of albinism in pines 
varieties. How about writing 2 short paragraph for next "Whirrakee" if you 
have? | : < 


ee 2 Se a 


REPORT ON THE OPENING OF THE KAMAROOKA AND WHIPSTICK STATE PARKS 
by Win Demeo. 


On the 10th April I attended the onening of the Kamarooka State Park and the 
Whipstick State Park. Mrs Joan Kirner performed the opening. She spoke about 
the rare trees.and plants that are being preserved. She paid tribute to the 
Field Naturalists Club and spoke of the efforts of Ted Thompson, Peter Ellis, 
Jack Kellam and Frank Robbins. She called on Jack Kellam to accept a red 
dronbark plaque on hehalf of the Club. 


Our local’ Parliamentarians Mr Brumby, Mir Kennedy and Mr’ John were present 
and representatives of the shires were present, also about 200 other people, 
including beekeepers,” eucalyptus cutters and adjacent landowners. 


Bill Perry spoke on the history of the: Whipstick. 


The eucalyptus cutters spoke to Mrs Kirner about the problems any have, since 
some of their leases have not been renewed. 


After the ceremony was over we adjourned to the marquee for "tea and pisoutte™, 


il. 


AN INTERESTING EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS 
Collated by Chris Hall, 


The occasion being the January meeting of the Botany Group of the B.F.N.C., 
held at the home of our good friend and member, Jack Kellam, with Graham Hill 
presiding. The topic of the night being "Summer Flowering Plants". 
Nine members were present, 


On the Specimen Table , Soper ean 
Tom Patullo displayed many blooms from his native garden, These included:- 


Primrose Goodenia (undescribed species) Goodenia ? affinity to G.affinus.~" 
This specimen had been transplanted from the bush on Tom's property inthe ~ 
spring of 1986, and was currently flowering profusely in a pot. Members noted 
that pollinated flowers appeared to be angled towards the ground, possibly a 
self burying characteristic. These plants were much taller and flower stems 
longer than plants observed prowing in the bush. 


Sweet Bursaria Bursaria spinosa, an indigenous native, currently flowering 
in the Bendifo area. 
Lavender Paper Bark Melaleuca nesophila, a Western Australia native with . 
globular mauve pink flowers.s«) awum AVICULARE S@lhcINiA TONLE CK 
Kangaroo Apple Solangec&e aviculare, currently flowering in the Coliban River area. 
Wirilaa Wattle Acacia retinodes , also flowering. 
Butterfly Bush Buddleia. ? in flower. 

Sh Eremophila species. Ten varieties were on display. 
Creeping Myoporum Myoporum parvifolium, from the Whipstick, © 
ut Leaf Daisy, Brachycome multifida or Whinstick Purple Daisy. 
Nodding Gum Eucalyptus nutkns.@ 


Golden Everlasting ‘Helichrysum bractXatum BRACTEATUM tora VIS COSUMS 3k 
Western Australian Bluebell Solwe hetrophile-and Solya parvifotia— 
Westringia - three varieties. HIETEROPHYLLA SOLLYA 


T, Westrintia crassifolia, rare Whipstick Westringia showing three leaves at 
each whorl. Cutting grown and doing well in the garden. 

2. Westringea glabra ) both these forms have four leaves at each whorl. 
3. Westringia hybrid variety ) 


Chris Hall displayed currently flowering native plants collected at Maiden 
Gully. These included: - 


Pink Bindweed, Convolvulus eruhescens 

Rosy Storkbill, Pelargonium rodneyanum (Scented Pelargonium ) 
Sweet Bursaria, Bursaria spinosa, perfumed and very spiny. 
New Holland Daisy, Vittadim triloba 

Variable Glycine, Glycine tabacina. 

Yellow Rush Lily, Tricoryne elatixgor 

Lemon Beautyheads, Calocephalus citrius. 


Jack Kellam displayed specimens collected from the Whipstick. 


Tall Lobelia, Lobelia gibbosa, an impressive specimen 30.5 inches tall, 
owers on one stem and five flowers on-second stem, \ peculiar feature of 
this plant is that it dies from the bottom up. 


Pale Flax Lily, Dianella laevis, two new locations were reported representing 
an extension of range, N.E. corner of Whipstick and John Robertson's 
property at Strathfieldsaye. 


Small Crowea, Crowea exalata . 


12. 
AN INTERESTING EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS continued 
LA Le ene enesetaapaitesivnepeasubcmnonnntsiat ' 


Don Franklin showed a selection of slides of summer flowering plants from the 
Sunset Country and the Mallee, ag well ag local species, He also drew our 
attention to looking for summer flowering plants in lighter soils and moister 
enviromments. — 

Slides included were: - 

Mitchell Wattle, Acacia mitchellii, Castlemaine area, 

Mystery Wattle, Acacia difformis, Whipstick, DIFFORMis 


Wirilda Wattle, Acacia retinodes-. inal ap a few 
iver Red Gum, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, 


Variable Willow Herb » Epilobium cinereum, 
Mee alate SS) Senin hyl SEES 


New Species for Bendigo 
LL OO CET 
Don also showed slides and pressed specimens for Bendigo district, 


Horse Mint, Growing along Spring Gully Creek, 

Muckleford Wattle Specimens returned from Herbarium and described as Acacia 
hakeoides, a narrow leaf approaching A. williamsonii. Patches of this. shrub 
have been found growing in the N.E. corner of the Whipstick, single plants 
recorded in the Wellsford Forest and Spring Gully, A.hakeoides flowers in. _. 
early September. 


A further new species for Victoria was. discovered by J.Kellam and G.Hill in 
early December 1986 in the N.E. Whipstick and was identified as 
Orobanche australiana, Austral Broom Rape, Twenty four plants were discovéréd 
the Whipstick, one.of which was sent to the Herbarium for identification. 
This is the first record of this saphrophite since 1861 when it was recorded 
in the Swan Hill area. A further species of Orahanche was discovered at Ipsen's** 
property on the following day. This probably being the introduced species 
Orabanche minor. 


Jack Kellam showed a video tape of Summer flowering plants recorded over © 
December and January, which featured the following species, 


Sugarwaod, Myoporum platycarpum 

Centuary, Centauri pulchattm CENTAUVRIUM PULCHELLUM 
Broom bush ) Solel 

Broom Honeymyrtle ) Melaleuca uncinata 

Sweet Hounds-tongue, Cynoglessum suaveolens EYWOGLOSs UM 
Dwarf Sida, Sida corrugata 

Pink Bindweed, Convolvulus erubescens 

Pale Flax Lily, Dianella laevis 4 
Austral Broom Rape, Orafanche australiana OROBANCHE 
Creeping Mint, Mentha satureioides } . 

Stiff Geebunz, Persoonia rigida 

Ruddy Beard Heath, Leucopogon rufus. 

Slender Goodenia, Goodenia gracilis 

Wiry Buttons, LeptorhyncheS tenuifolius LEPTORHYNCHOS 
Green Mallee, Eucalyptus viridus 

Lemon Beauty Heads, Calocerhalus clirfus Ci TREUS 

Lambs Tails, Ptilotus exaltatus 

Yellow Rush Lily, Tricoryne elatior 

Bull Mallee, Eucalyptus behrians 

Clammy Daisy, Olearia decurrens 

Tall Lobelia, Lohelia fibbosa. 


The meeting closed at 10.45 pm, followed by supper. 


13. 
ADVANCE NOTICE — SPRING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS CAMP 


After a break of a year when no long camp was held, it is intended to resume 
these events, using the Spring school holidays, which take up the last week of 
September and the first week of October. This is a wonderful time to be in the 
bush, and an extended stay in one location should be most rewarding. 


Location Grampians National Park, . 
Date Saturday, 19th September ~ Sunday, 4th. October. 


As in the past, it is likely thet the first week of this fortnight 
will be the most popular. However, if you wish to come during the 
second week, there. may be other people of like mind, You ean ecme 
for a weekend, a few days, a week or the whole time, 


Camnsite On private property belonring to the McInnes, who are members of 
the Hamilton F.N.C. The site is in Roses Gap Road, a little west 
of the Mt. Difficult Range, It is just off the road, with cleared. 
round beneath scattered gums and adjacent to a creek. There is 
plenty of. room for everybody. Roses Gap Road: is ‘not a busy 
road, so you won't be bothered by traffic. The most easily 
accessible areas by car are those in the northern end of the 
Grampians. 


Mt. Zero. 

Mt. Stapylton, Hollow Mountain, 
Golton Gorge, 

Mt. Difficult, 

Zumsteins (Kanzaroos). 

Lake Wartook, 


Halls Gap and the Wonderland Range are about 40 km away. 
Organiser John Lindner 


If you need extra information, please ask. 
You are requested to notify your intention of participating in 
the camp. 


EX KKXKX KX * 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - APRIL MEETING 


From the "Wilds" of New York to the peace and order of the Kyneton Shire - this 
was the experience of the fuest speaker at our April meeting, Mr Marcus Ward. 
However he found that it was not quite as peaceful and orderly as might be 
expected. His love of the bushland convinced him that the forest areas were 
diminishing, sleeper-cuttine yas disorderly and unnecessarily destructive, farm 
trees generally were in a bad way and no thought was being given to the 
importance of retaining trees on roadsides as corridors for birds. 

This led him into the work of researching in conjunction with the Department 

of Conservation, Forests and Lands, all the roads in the Kyneton Shire, with 
the assistance of 17 volunteers. They covered 650 kilometres of roads and used 
catefory sheets to evaluate the state of each road relative to vegetation, 
width of verse, noxious weeds, rare species, natural stratas etc. 

Aspects of the situation include destruction of the environment as roads are 
widened and improved for the many new landholders in the area,: the difficulty 
of establishing trees among introduced grasses, and fire hazards. 


Marcus was warmly thanked for sharing with us a pilot project on a subject 
of deep interest to us all, 


14. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS Se oe ee on ae 


Bird Observers’ Group eebines April 3rd 1987, 


Observations 


Diamond Dove; one, Whipstick, Jan,1987 

Common Bronzewing nesting, Strathfieldsaye, late March 1987 
Rainbow Bee-eater; last sighting at Sedgwick, 17.3.87 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater; one, Sedgwick, 19.3.87 

Musk Lorikeets feeding on Grey Box: blossom 

Purple-crowned Lorikeets; 20 or so, Longlea, 31.3.87 
Little Cuckoo-shrike; 2, Sedgwick, 21.3.87 

Spotted Nightjar; vair with young one, Whipstick, Dec.1986. 


Notes 


The highlight of this month's Bpeervartione was Seabee the single Diamond 
Dove seen in the northern part of the Whipstick in January, The Diamond Dove 
is an inland species seldom seen this far south. 


Birds that become tame were discussed at this meeting and the previous one. 

Red Wattlebirds readily come to backyard feeders, but at the March meeting it 
was noted as unusual that a Wattlebird was seen to enter a camp crowded with 
people at Mt. Buffalo, perching on tents and picking up scraps alongside the 
thoroughly domesticated Crimson Rosellas. Pigeons (other than the domestic kind) 
are not noted for tameness, yet a number of observers reported with interest 
that Common Bronzewings have become increasingly an urban bird in Bendigo and 
Maryborough, and a rural observer noted that they regularly feed with his pet 
Peafowl and seem unconcerned by the presence of people. There were also reports 
of Spotted Turtle-doves and Crested Pigeons becoming rather tame, whilst 
Mudlarks may become extraordinarily so. 


Bird movements are particularlynoticeable in the early autumn, The Tetiriend 
migrants depart, amongst them the Rainbow Bee-eater, the last sighting of 
which, at Sedgwick,for the season was of a single bird flying north and uttering 
what the observer described as the 'migrating call', on the 17th of March. 
"Last of the season" sightings reported to the B.0.G. in previous years have 
varied from the 17th to the 28th of March. 


Local. birds were also on the move, early autumn-being-a-—time of food shortages 
for many species, after the lone dry summer period. At this time of year the 
normal colonies of up to a dozen or so White-winged Choughs combine into 

larger nomadic flocks, Two Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were seen at Sedgewick, 

the first for twelve years. Although common in the Ironbark and Yellow Gum 
forests around Bendigo, they rarely venture into the Red Box, Red Stringybark 
e_untry such as at Sedgwick. A sighting of a Western Warbler in the city of 
Maryborough reeently may also reflect a food shortage in the bush. 


Lorikeets have a reputation for nomadism, yet a colony of several hundred Musk 
Lorikeets have roosted in the Jobs Gully area almost continuously for the 

past two years, though numbers fluctuate and birds may disappear during the 
day. During March, however, they were particularlynoticeable, and remained 
throughout the day. At least some of them were feeding. from the blossoms of 
the Grey Box tree. However, Grey Box is not greatly favoured by honeyeaters 
and lorikeets, and the only one of 20 or so small lorikeets seen to feed 

from blossom at Longlea was a Purple-crowned in a tree tentatively identified 
ag a Yellow Gum/Grey Box hybrid, though Grey Box blossom was readily available. 


UGS, 
EXCURSION SUNDAY MAY 17 
TOUR OF BUSHLAND AREAS DAMAGED BY GOLD-MINING 


The excursion is organised in conjunction with Maryborough F.N.C. 


Program 


“eet in Kincower at 10.00 a.m., outside St. Mary's Church of England 

(stone church on the left side - unmistakeable), 

If you wish to have morning tea, please arrive a little earlier and be ready 
to depart by 10.00 a.m. (Allow 45 minutes to one hour to travel from Bendigo 
to Kingower “about 60° kn, ) 
Mr John Sendy, Kingower Land Protection Association, will suide us around 
Kingower, probably mostly on foot. 
Drive to Dunolly about midday (30 km.). Lunch in Dunolly. 
Mr Bruce Osborne, Maryborough Field Naturalists Club, will guide us around 
the Dunolly and Moliagul areas, with short walks to important sites. 
Depart for home about 4,00 p.m. 


Organiser: John Lindner, 39 7308. 


E> Gt ny toe ee Ur uy tae Se ay te ts 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 

SPRINGTIME GET-TOGETHER WARANGA BASIN HOLIDAY CAMP - RUSHWORTH 
FRIDAY OCTOBER 16th to SUNDAY OCTOBER 18th 1987 

HOST CLUB - BENALLA 


There is a camming pround with over-nifht vans and kiosk available, also a 
holiday camp building with swimmins pool, lounse, dining room, etc., with 
bunkrooms which have mattresses and willows. Bring own bed manen ae towels; 
or sleeping bags. ” 
A coach will leave Melbourne Friday October 16th 1987 and bunks reve been 
booked for this proup. If you require the coach or bunk or meals contact 
Marie Allender, 19 Hawthorn Ave., Caulfield North 3161 (ph.03 527 2749). 


Book camp sites and vans direct from Mr and Mrs Houghton (ph 053-66 ea) 
Waranga Holiday Camp, Tatura Rd., Rushworth 3612. 


Weekend will start with slides and social evening on Friday, excursion on 
Saturday and half-day excursion on Sunday October 18th. 


MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE THIS IN THEIR DIARIES AND BOOK EARLY 


¥HEHKKKK KKK EX 
Mrs Margaret A, Watts, 
P.0,.Box 2, INGLEWOOD 7.4.87 
The Editor, "Whirrakee", ong 


Dear Sir, 

IT was interested to read in Bird Notes & Observations in April "Whirrakee", 
that the Yellow-faced Honeyeater is a winter mirrant to this district and heads 
south in spring to breed. 

There are three places west and south-west of Inglewood where we can be pretty 
sure of hearing and seeing them all through spring and summer. In one 
particular spot - a small gully in the Kooyoora State Park - my husband, Fred, 
has found them nesting in the past two springs. They build a neat little cup 
of fine dry stalks and edge it with green moss, 


Yours sincerely, 
Margaret A.Watts, 


W001 HOOT Hosen HO088 8084 bites Guess 


MF ot MRS ROB PILE 
aM HOWSTOM ST 


BEND IGE : 
16, 
COMMITTEE REPORT APRIL, 1987 


Ibo Insufficient mena have shown interest in the Conservation Group for it 
to be reformed at present. 


2. The Club has lodged a formal objection with the Department of Industry, 
Technology and. Resources, opposing the intention to ¢rant a mining 
tenement covering: much of Kooyoore State Park, 

3, Letter to J. Kirner, Minister for Conservation, Forests and Lands, urging 
her to excercise her prerogative and refuse to allow mining or 
exploration in Kooyoora State Park, 

4. Conies of the Club Constitution are available from the Club library. 


5, The Club will hold a public lecture later this year. The theme will be 
The Whinstick, i rath » 


6. Committee nenbess "wii -sneseet thé Crow TS we Stramit. 


7. Next meeting at TE. Leamon's, 14 Dreachler Ste, at 8, ,00 p p.m. on 20 Nay. 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
1. Department of Property and Services - list of maps and Seuvieseharailapies 
2. Habitat Vol.15 No.2 April. 

. C.C.V. Newspaper No. 62 April-June. 

. The Bird Observer No.662 April. 


3 
4 5 
5. Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 249 April, 
6. Ballarat F.N.C. Newsletter April. 

7 


r Australie n. Plants VYol.14 No.109 December 1986 


